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Handheld Computers
at the

 Half Hollow Hills High School East

Handheld Computers
at the

 Half Hollow Hills High School East

Making the case to create an “ elite”   group of students

and initiate a pilot program of
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“ The Mer it Society”“ The Mer it Society”
a Student Organization
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//  Special Merit students such as Fashion Club, Computer Club, Debate Team, Honor students, et al.  Although the top
twenty percentile was used in this model for cost analysis purposes, in reality this percentile can be defined as a function
of the IT budget allowance. In other words, the greater the budget for Handhelds the deeper (or shallower) you can reach
into the general student population to differentiate the “ merit students from the non-merit”  students.  But don’ t lose the
“ earned”  status of the Handhelds.  I t gets exploited elsewhere in the program.
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• Advance basketball/football/concer t  tickets

• special seating - events, lunch

• Outdoor  breaks

• Discounts on high school Books, Jackets, Sweaters, etc

• Field tr ip, picnic, family event, newsletter  (self produced)

• Games, software, assignment, messages distr ibution

• Pop-quizzes, earn  points, win Nikes

• Involve parents (create benefits)
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Half Hollow Hills High School Half Hollow Hills High School EastEast

• Total enrollment - grades 9, 10, 11, 12  =  1,351 students
• Regents diplomas =  82%   (90% gen-ed,  30%spec-ed)

•  Graduates:

• To: 4-Year  College = 79%
• To: 2-Year  College = 11%

• To: Employment = 8%
• To: miscellaneous =  2%)

•  96 teachers,  21 other  Professional staff,  2 teaching out of cer tification

• average class sizes for  10th grade English, Math, Science, Social Studies = 22

Cost analysisCost analysis
Handhelds computers provided to 20% of student population atHandhelds computers provided to 20% of student population at

Source: New York State School Report Card
Comprehensive Information Report
2002 - 2003 school year

a profile
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� Suggested hardware

Handheld Selection:
before discounts

Dell Axim X30 Dell Axim X30 as configured      $340
Pocket Excel and Word included as well as Organizing applications

• Dell Axim X30 - base model    $279
312 mhz, 64mb ROM, 64mb RAM, 802.11/b, Bluetooth, Case, cradle, charger

• Secure Digital (SD) 64k Sandisk    $33
• Screen protector  sheets    $19

• Games, Maps, Bible et al      $9
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� Cost ofCost of

“ Mer it Society”“ Mer it Society”
 Handheld program

at Half Hollow Hills High School East

Cost of Handhelds for  Mer it SocietyCost of Handhelds for  Mer it Society
top 20%top 20%

$$119,705119,705Total Cost  Total Cost  
Excluding education software & before applying any discounts

I t is possible that some of the required hardware, software is already owned by the
Half Hollow Hills School Distr ict

20% of student population (1,351) =
270 students

Cost per  Handheld (no camera)
= $340

270 students X $340  per

handheld = $91,800$91,800

Desktop (1 per  22 Handhelds) @

$1,296 = $15,905$15,905

NetOp  Classroom Management System,
100 students =  $4,000

NetOp  for  270 students =  $12,000 $12,000
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What is best for  the children !What is best for  the children !

. . . ultimately,  it’s  about. . . ultimately,  it’s  about


